
John 10:10 — "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life and have it abundantly."

"Love is primarily giving. It's an action that leads to a feeling, not a
feeling first." — Tim Keller

There are two main ways people deal with problems between one
another. The first is self-centered love, the second is value-
centered love.
Consider Caiaphas, the high priest who orchestrated Jesus' arrest.
In John 11:50, he reasoned, "It is better for you that one man die for
the people than that the whole nation perish." On the surface this
sounds almost noble. He could point to a value: the preservation
of the nation. But look closer. His love for his people was
inseparable from his love for his own position and power. When
truly loving others would have cost him something of himself, he
chose himself. That is self-centered love wearing the costume of
principle.
Then there is Herod Antipas, who had a genuine affection for John
the Baptist. Mark 6:20 tells us he "feared John and protected him,
knowing him to be a righteous and holy man." But when love was
put to the test — when honoring John cost him face in front of his
guests — Herod folded. His love was real in comfortable moments
but had no spine. That is value-centered love: genuine up to a
point, but ultimately conditional.
And then there is Judas, who objected to Mary's anointing of Jesus,
asking why the perfume wasn't sold and given to the poor. It
sounds like compassion. But John adds the painful footnote: "He
did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he
was a thief." Judas had learned the language of love, but it was in
service of himself all along.
As Søren Kierkegaard observed, even the most beautiful merely
human love has "a little thievishness in it — it still steals the
perfections of the beloved, while Christian love grants the beloved
all his imperfections and weakness, and abides with him, loving
the man it sees."

Upcoming Events

April:
19: Rise Against Hunger

May:
3: Spring Revival
10: Mother’s Day
17: Senior Sunday
24: Pentecost 
31: Confirmation Sunday

June:
11-13: Garage Sale
22-26: VBS

July:
12-18: UM Army Here
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Neither self-centered nor value-centered love is what Jesus meant by "love your neighbor as
yourself" (Matt. 22:39) or "love others the way I have loved you" (John 15:12). Instead of asking
how our neighbor ought to be in order to deserve love, Christians ask how love ought to be in
order to be love. Christian love "bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things, never ends" (1 Cor. 13:7–8), while love that is merely self-serving or values-based wavers
the moment it becomes costly.
Caiaphas, Herod, and Judas are not uniquely wicked men — they are mirrors. The frightening
thing is how reasonable they sound, how much their love resembles love. The question Jesus
presses on us is not whether we love, but what kind of love we are offering. Is there still,
underneath it all, a little thievishness in it?
The thief comes to take. Jesus came to give — and to show us what giving actually looks like.

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Rick 

A Letter from the
pastor cont.

Guest Preacher
on Sunday!



Rise Against
Hunger



Get ready for an action-packed week at our
VBS Sports Camp! 

Who Can Attend:
Children entering Pre-K4 through those who

have completed 5th grade
When:June 22-26, 9am-Noon

Where: Wesley Methodist Church
Cost: $5

Register HERE!!

Upcoming
Series

Submit your questions
to:

https://wesleybeaumon
t.com/ask-a-question/

Your name will remain completely anonymous, and we'll
do our best to address the questions we receive in a series

later this year.

https://vbspro.events/p/wesleyvbs?fbclid=IwY2xjawRDQcFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFWck9CbWhTRk50VjJLTGU4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHo_ilLJKGK1RwwYiCgXs-CoVkUlbhRMK1D5G6NLbTd1ZD_9-RtkKUjWQ8hFP_aem_MXOTnYONeiIQrw-ubHDG7A
https://wesleybeaumont.com/ask-a-question/
https://wesleybeaumont.com/ask-a-question/
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CONTACT
Lisa Smith
(281)  363-3659 Ext .  105
l isas@gomegatravel .com
www.gomegatravel .com

PASTOR RICK IVEY
 WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH

APRIL 5-18, 2027

14 DAY TOUR DISCOVERING THE

HOLY LAND
& EGYPT 
Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus!

$5,499
 per person

https://t r i .ps/CTLXK

OR
Copy the Link Below



Wesley Day
School

Registration for the ‘26-’27 School year is now
open!

 All classes usually end up with a waiting list.

 Reserve your spot TODAY!



Attendance: April 12, 2026
 

Sunday School
9:00am Children                                14
9:00am Adults                                    75
10:30am Children                              11
10:30 Adults                                        15

Sunday Worship  
8:00am Worship                                54
9:00am Worship                                89
10:30am Worship                            190
 

Live Stream
9:00am Worship                                10
10:30am Worship                              28
 

April 15
ONE Students                                     60

LAST SUNDAY
AT WESLEY 
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